
This term in Reception, your child will be participating in some exciting new learning. To get them ready for 

this and to support you in understanding some of what they will be learning at school, we have collated 

some ideas for you to enjoy together at home and out and about.  

C U R R I C U LU M  N E W S L E T T E R   

A U T U M N  T E R M  2  2 0 2 5  

Topics we are learning about:  
Autumn Adventures -  

This topic helps Reception children explore the changes that 

happen in autumn, focusing on the cooler weather, falling leaves, 

and how animals prepare for the winter months. Through outdoor 

play and sensory activities, children will discover the sights, sounds, 

and textures of the season. They will also explore how animals get 

ready for the colder months.  

Birthday Bashes and Festive Fun 

This topic helps children explore the special celebrations 

that take place during the autumn and winter seasons, 

focusing on birthdays and the unique ways people celebrate 

around the world. Children will learn about the importance 

and meaning behind different celebrations, including 

Christmas. As they begin to use their language skills, 

children will share their own significant celebrations with 

their class.  

Writing—The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson, Happy Birthday 

Maisie by Lucy Cousins and The Jolly Christmas Postman by 

Allan Ahlberg 

PHSRE—Valuing Difference 

DT—Hibernation Boxes 

Books to read/

listen to and 

share:  

 



Websites to explore 

• https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games/numberblocks-make-and-play 

• https://www.gruffalo.com/activities/?filter=gruffalo 
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Places to visit:  

• Go on an Autumn walk in a local park or woods. 

• The Gruffalo Trail at Horsenden Hill, Perivale 

• The Post box or Post Office to post a letter to Santa or a 

Christmas Card or gift to someone you know. 

Things to create: 

• Autumn artwork using 
Autumn finds. 

• Stick creations 

• Gruffalo Crumble! 

Maths:  

• Subitising to 5 (automatically recognising the amount of objects 

up to 5, without having to count them) 

• Making different 

arrangements of numbers 

within 5 and talk about what 

they can see, to develop their 

conceptual subitising skills. 

• Connect quantities and numbers to finger patterns and 

explore different ways of representing numbers on their fingers. 
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Important dates to remember:  

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary to learn:  

• Autumn, seasons, habitat, hibernation, nocturnal, diurnal, post worker, post office, 
post box, mail, letters, postcards, celebration, religious festival. 

Research to carry out:  

• What is hibernation? 

• What is a habitat? 

• What sort of habitats are there? 

• What animals live in woodland habitats? 

• What animals come out at night? 

• What do we call these types of animals? 

• What animals come out in the day? 

• What do we call these animals? 

• What celebrations are special to me? - Please bring in and share photos of these 

celebrations for circle time! 

• How do we send a letter? What happens when we put a letter in the post box? 

Date Event 

TBC Gruffalo Experience Day 

Wednesday 19th November Phonics Workshop for RECEPTION 

parents - 2.30pm 

Wednesday 26th November  Parents Evening– School and Nursery 

closes 1pm 

Wednesday 10th December EYFS (Reception and Nursery) Christ-

mas Sing-along Show at 9.30am and 

2.30pm—wear Christmas jumpers/

clothes 

Friday 12th December Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas 

Lunch 

Friday 19th December  1.30pm finish for school (Nursery 

closed all day) 




